Dear Dave, 1 3/19/75 

The tiding of your 1 2 / 1 5 could not be better. At any moment I will be interrupted, 
I’n tired from being up until after 1 a.m. , .ben a broadcast ended, when I look around 
and see how h far behind I'm getting it starts to overwhelm - and 1 mean mechanical work 
like f ilin g only, not what 1 really ought be doing. So, your concluding comment about 
Poet Mortem is a lift. At a tine when I can use it. I'm troubled by staying so tiered. 

I'd have written you as soon as possible any. ay because Ira Fistall or Pistell, 

I t hin k of WEHP, Milwaukee, will be ir. touch with you for a broadcast. First you 
should know you can do it by phone if you are not going to be in “ilwaukae. He spoke of 
your bibliography, etc., and I spoxa highly, etc. 

1 found hi a a very docent person in the way ho treated me. » the audience sad 
the subject. And- I've had lots of experience with people in his role. He comes acorosss 
as one of the best. 

1 take it that daspit. the condition of the package the flyers can be used. If 
not please let m know. Or if you need acre. Until we can find tise to see how many 
we have we can't duoide whether to print more not folded. 2,000 were to have been un- 
folded. However, if I have to reprint, I nay add a Sew tiny squibs, plugs. 

With what you've said about FK you've gsxen me an enormous lift. First I’ve 
been troubled by the writing. After my initial experiences tnis Became secondary' to 
me and remain., that way. I have just so much time ana how do I use it? My decision was 
to make the record as completely as Possible. Also, years ago 1 made real efforts to 
get an edi tor/ assis tant-in-re e i aence . If those of large means and larger mouths had 
the dedication they profess this could have been done and my output could have been 
close to twice as much. And better. 

at the outset 1 m decided against coin, the writing, getting a collaborator 
for tnis so 1 could continue investigating until the first book was done. I had a book 
contract for this, by the time there was vrl ting for me to see there was none, by t h a n 
this, as it turned out far-right, former hot-shot report agreed for me to do several 
chapters, amoung to clout: to half of ti« boo*.. 1 did then and then went to see iri « work. 

I got sick. So disturbed that in driving back from Philadelphia instead of turning at 
Baltimore toward Frederick 1 kept going until I realised I was on the way to Washington. 
This was 2/5/65, perhaps 2/2. The contsact called for delivery of the completed ms. 

2/15. I phoned the publisher the next day, said I'd have to take it all over, got his 
agreement, and believe it or not all of VV was sent by ^/t 5. I had to write chapters 
out of order, what I could do fastest first so that, with what I had already written, 
he oouli start editing. I am sure I wrote all of it in less than 30 days. I never had a 
chance to outline it except in my mind. On It, however, as I thought I did mate notes 
of what not to forget# etc# That. .is the closest I've ever been able to come to an outline 
in any of tne work. I’ve been writing while developing ratorial on all the books. While 
I now bate no clear recollection of having it in mind, I have always been concerned about 
ho* to Beep interest constant or growing with materials of this nature. The most common 
eonnent about W 1 is that it red like a murder myptery. in fact# in was runner-up for 
the mystery writers award of 1966! I've lorgottne but 1 thin Hex Strut's novel won. I was, 
as I recall, second. I'm glad you find FK grows that way. I know t< e reading is not easy, 
but I also know that ay market accepts this. I have l«ttu rs from professional people 
telli n g me tnsy've just reread. WW 1 for t e 10th time ! and countless oomrnndatory comments 
on multiple rereadings, each of which the writer tells mu discloses mere. How ..except for 
the rereadings this does not surprise me. I'll explain until the dleleyed guest cooes. 

From the first 1 wae aware or what I could not responsibly say but of which there should 
be a hint. This led to persisting ellipsis. It is conscious. lou'li find some in PM* In 
fact, I'm certain that if you reread some of WW! you'll find these elliptical hints 
oarried forward with the evidence I did not then have but analysis told ce had to exist. 
rn waE “os* difficult of all beoausc it was written over an 8 year perior, without an 
outline and always during turmoil (s). rforst wan what is not part 2. I began writing it 
the Sunday night before the Shaw jury was impanelled , at Matt Herron's, in New Orlans, 



on a partly— broicen Ea^t German portable he had* 1 resumed next morning in a small room 
in Garrison 1 3 of ice, on an old electric machine and on a regular rather than a 
typing table* I'd never used an electric before* I left that Thursday in disgust* 
without ever going into the courtroom or laying eyes on Shaw* who was just down the 
hall* I keptworking, giving them a chance to change the doctrine of the case as a 
condition for my having anything further to do with it U supplied all the noa-Shaw 
stuff escept Carr). 1 had to have the work completed before the incompetent wecht, who 
by then I knew was incompetent, testified in ga.v chaw in Washington. I did it in two 
week* which included packing* unpacking anc. travelli n g both ways. U aaiceu heagher to 
adit it. She flipj-ed agax over it but declined for reasons I don't believe.) 1 wrote 
*h*fc is not the tldLrd part while I was developing it and while I was also doing 
other writing. While ransacking, sjcUig, acting aa ay own lawyer, trying to keep Bud 
straight and from copping out, while giwing others an alternative to me suing, etc. 

It is virtually all a rough draft. 1 dia go over some oi what I nan on the WxPoat 
and cut n o "** Of it, wich >*ant an enormous mechanical job oi just re pa gi ng , which 
I had to do myself. I posted ail the changes, corrections, etc. 

With irffwi of situation as troubling as 1 an sure you can see it waB to 

me* that you can say what you have taeans much. However, some of that which you notice 
is intentional, I*ike switching the second part from frying the third. I took part of 
the first part out when I could find no publisher and laid it aside. I did not expect 
to be abie to get as much as I did but when I did I Eade that the thiru part. 

You uc*f ;he work that .-:ee? incurring in ay rind, Byzantine, Ed Kmbaic, who is 
generally critical of ay writing, likea this and was impressed by what he called the 
sustained sense of horror. 

one other comment i I haa started writing the fourth part when x latkhed onto the 
money that could finance Howard's coming here. When he got here I gave him no r strict! ona. 
I don't recall what he took out where there is a bit of appendix in the middle of the 
third ’cart but I'm 3 ure he was right. We put those documents there because otherwise the 
whole thing thereafter would have had to be re pages, and the index done over. I„ the 
4th part I let him cut suiff out without question. It was a close call and I accepted 
his judgement. In retrospect I'm sorry, ky instinct was correct. It would have made 
a larger book. I also gave him a free hand on the appendix. I had too much. I let him 
decide what to eliminate and he did the lacing with footnotes. 

His boox Is to be republished in narch by A.S.Baroea, with $50,000 promised to 
promote it. This is the kind if investment required for a publisher to make a real 
effort. If ae doesn't put the money in the book lias to hack it on its own and begins 
with great ooc-asrcial iiabilitiea. When they get this word around the atorssjfill assume 
the book will get attention and will sell. Tjose that light not order will. Those that 
migh t, have ordered a couple will take usore. It is a very promising ‘-'ign anu we are 
overjoyed for Howard. It also means the publisher is shooting for a bestseller and 
has to have in mind generating enough interest said attention for an attractive reprint 
contract after mp.ri mum hardback salea. 

I've given Howard a little co~ mernial/ contract advice and su^ijested also that 
he ask Barnes to ark i’airleigh-Dickinaon to let them reed Howard's fine wont on the 
early origins of the cold war. It does not have the commercial potential but it in a 
book that o*#A seeJL,to students for year©* 

What can we do about that Harvard Guide to American History? Or r'laybe this is 
a question for a lawyer, It is an intellectual arv’ scholarly outrage. 

Guest here. 



Have a good holiday * 



